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Octave

the worlds wet wounds lets out their crimson tide
the earth is feverish er flesh is scarred

scabbed maimed 'n poxed er arteries grow ard

'y lemming man achieves is suicide

o for a red death like a butchers bride
featureless tongueless eyeless limbless marred
in war 'n then to lie in state bestarred

'n belted wi' earths universal pride

then all me flesh made light shall day 'n night
pulse through me veins in alternatin skies
maelstroms 'a pearl poisoned wi' splendid dyes
convulsin times space girded citadels

blast to eternity the 7 hells
red
flame
gold
green
lazuli

purple
white ::

Poona Army Hospital. February 1944. Sonnet written
during a breakdown caused by wrong treatment for
malaria in Bengal.































































