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A Prea ror Locan WRITERS.—ANTIQUITY OF LITERATURE.—INFLUENCE OF ASSOCIATION,

“SEAIHERE is no doubt that a series of very profitable papers may be written
. Y { on the subject of our local literature. Few book readers, and still fewer
lx

newspaper readers, are aware of its extent and importance. For a quarter
of a century past I have been in the habit of collecting the works of local
writers, which have been a source of great interest to me, and have afforded much
valuable information and knowledge which could have been obtained from no other
source, and which indeed has been invaluable at times in various circumstances in which
I have been placed. The query may be put at the outset, “ Are there any local
writers?”  Middlesbrough is so new a town that its very newness is apt to limit and
cireumseribe our vision, until we may practically come to think that all our interest and
all our endeavour is enshrined in the material works that we see around us. Indeed
we are all of the opinion of Mr. Fallows, the historian of Old Middlesbrough, expressed
in & sense different to that we are considering, that in Middlesbrough we have no past
at all. “We have no forefathers,” therefore our sole delight is in contemplating the
results of the great trade which we have created, rather than in seeking to meditate
on the works that were done “in our fathers’ days, and in the old time before them.”
The citizens of Middlesbrough, and of the new colonies and communities which the iron
trade within this last thirty or forty years has brought together on the Tees littoral,
might with profit endeavour to realise that though they live in a mighty big place,
and one that, rightly enough, has made a great stir and noise in the world, there still
remains the fact that it is surrounded by a district in which aforetime many famous
men have accomplished wonderful things, not only in the domain of trade and commerce,
but in the larger worlds of art and literature. I am aware I shall be met at the outset
with that feeling of scepticism which places under a ban all local efforts to attain
distinetion in such enterprises as may be undertaken in a sphere in which, necessarily,
g few can rise to any permanent eminence. ~We are all of us familiar with the
. geriptural saying that.a prophet has not honour in his own country, and especially
| is it true of the man of letters—whether he be a poet or a philosopher, or a follower
of some lower branch of belles lettres—that the laws of mental and moral perspective
have a great deal to do with the permanence and character of his reputation. The
. npear and familiar are very closely scanned, and no man is a hero to his own valet.









































































































































































